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Public deserves hearing on bill for
fair maps

The Legislature holds public hearings on such minutiae as
naming highways and honoring the cream puff.

Surely it can hold a public hearing at the Capitol on the most
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Law makers should schedule a public
hearing on the redistricting bill at the
state state Capitol in Madison w hen they
return this fall.

(2) More Photos

Adopt Iowa model for maps

One look at
Iowa’s
congressional
district map
tells the story.

Read more

Statewide support for
hearing
The editorial boards of the
following newspapers and
television stations are calling for a

important good-government proposal this session — a
bipartisan bill to reform the rigged redistricting process.

Assembly Bill 185 and Senate Bill 163 would adopt Iowa’s
efficient and fair model for drawing congressional and
legislative districts after each major census. Instead of the
politicians drawing the maps to their favor, Iowa assigns the
task to a nonpartisan state agency. The result is compact
and more competitive districts without expensive lawsuits or
incumbent protection.

Rep. Tyler August, R-Lake Geneva, and Sen. Mary
Lazich, R-New Berlin, lead the committees where AB 185
and SB 163 are being ignored. The two lawmakers say they
oppose reform and have no plans to even schedule public
hearings.

What are they afraid of? That upon hearing all the facts and
arguments they might be convinced to do the right thing? Or
that more citizens will demand change? All of Wisconsin
deserves a full debate.

Today or early this week, the State Journal and seven other
newspapers across Wisconsin as well as WISC-TV (Ch. 3) in
Madison plan to restate their support for nonpartisan
redistricting. The editorial boards of these media outlets
often disagree on politics, priorities and endorsements. But
all nine have joined to publish or broadcast editorials on this
issue at the same time in hopes of prompting action.

This isn’t a partisan argument. The politicians can’t be
trusted to draw fair maps regardless of which party is in
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"impeccable, sweet-voiced folk-pop songs"

BILLY CURRINGTON -- "a trademark mix of
country, R&B and beach music"

THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS -- "a driving
wall of sound"

VOLCANO CHOIR (featuring Bon Iver's
Justin Vernon) -- "atmospheric, textural, and
'landscape-y"

YOUNGBLOOD BRASS BAND --
"consistently progressive, groundbreaking
acoustic music"

GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS --
"no better live rock and roll band touring the
clubs and theatres of America"

HATEBREED -- "intensity, aggression and
an unshakable dedication to hardcore
power"

THE BLACK CROWES -- "a set that reads
like a hip-shaking history of music from
below the Mason-Dixon line"

THE WOOD BROTHERS -- "a roots-
inflected blend of blues, folk and rock"

MICHAEL FRANTI & SPEARHEAD --
"populist positivity"
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television stations are calling for a
public hearing on Assembly Bill
185 and Senate Bill 163, which
would adopt the Iowa model for
drawing fair legislative and
congressional district maps in
Wisconsin:

Appleton Post-Crescent
Beloit Daily News
Green Bay Press Gazette
Kenosha News
La Crosse Tribune
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Wausau Daily Herald
Wisconsin State Journal
WISC-TV (Ch. 3)

Contact key
lawmakers
The leaders of the two legislative
committees assigned the
redistricting bill say they have no
plans for public hearings:

Rep. Tyler August, R-Lake Geneva,
chairman of the Assembly
Committee on Government
Operations and State
Licensing: Rep.August@legis.wisconsin.gov, 608-
266-1190 or Room 119 West, State
Capitol, P.O. Box 8952, Madison,
WI 53708.
Sen. Mary Lazich, R-New Berlin,
chairwoman of the state Senate
Committee on Elections and Urban
Affairs: Sen.Lazich@legis.wisconsin.gov, (608)

control.

Following the 2010 census, Republicans controlled the
process. Mostly in secret and using computers to analyze
voting patterns, they surgically shaped the most competitive
districts to their advantage. In the process, they also packed
more Democratic-leaning communities into those seats long
held by Democrats, figuring they couldn’t win those anyway.

The result: Republicans won significant majorities in both
houses even though they collected fewer votes statewide.
And more incumbents from both major political parties now
have safer seats.

The Democrats would have done the same thing had they
been in charge. And in past decades, with split control of the
Legislature, incumbents agreed to protect incumbents.

Wisconsin didn’t have a single competitive congressional
race last fall. And fewer legislative races were close. That
contributes to polarization in Madison and Washington.

Lazich argues partisan redistricting is best in a column on
page E3 of today’s Sunday Opinion. August echoed a similar
view through his staff.

They ignore that the Legislature still would have to approve
the maps, as the Constitution requires. What would change
is the politicians wouldn’t draw the lines. The highly
respected and nonpartisan Legislative Reference Bureau
would do that task, with strict guidelines for making districts
compact.
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live to appreciate"

IMMORTAL TECHNIQUE AND BROTHER
ALI -- "The War and Peace Tour!"

MATISYAHU -- "a reputation for following his
muse"

RHETT MILLER -- "charismatic and lively"

BLUES TRAVELER -- "still staking out new
musical territory and embracing fresh
challenges"

MULLIGAN MATCH-UP -- your chance to
win $250 or 1 of 9 foursomes weekly!

Win free movie tickets and stay on top of
Madison's movie scene!

SAVAGES -- "brave and bold; restlessly
creative and with an enticing darkness"

SHOOTER JENNINGS -- "the most
dangerous, most deceptive artist in the
overall country music world"

SHUGGIE OTIS -- "a funk-soul guitar
virtuouso"
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266-5400 or Room 8 South, State
Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison,
WI 53707-7882.
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If August and Lazich disagree, let’s hear more from them
and others. Let’s hold a public hearing so everyone can get
better informed before making a decision.
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THE HEAD AND THE HEART --
"impeccable, sweet-voiced folk-pop songs"

BILLY CURRINGTON -- "a trademark mix of
country, R&B and beach music"

THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS -- "a driving
wall of sound"

VOLCANO CHOIR (featuring Bon Iver's
Justin Vernon) -- "atmospheric, textural, and
'landscape-y"

YOUNGBLOOD BRASS BAND --
"consistently progressive, groundbreaking
acoustic music"
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GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS --
"no better live rock and roll band touring the
clubs and theatres of America"

HATEBREED -- "intensity, aggression and
an unshakable dedication to hardcore
power"

THE BLACK CROWES -- "a set that reads
like a hip-shaking history of music from
below the Mason-Dixon line"

THE WOOD BROTHERS -- "a roots-
inflected blend of blues, folk and rock"

MICHAEL FRANTI & SPEARHEAD --
"populist positivity"

LOCAL NATIVES -- "a band you have to see
live to appreciate"

IMMORTAL TECHNIQUE AND BROTHER
ALI -- "The War and Peace Tour!"

MATISYAHU -- "a reputation for following his
muse"

RHETT MILLER -- "charismatic and lively"

BLUES TRAVELER -- "still staking out new
musical territory and embracing fresh
challenges"

MULLIGAN MATCH-UP -- your chance to
win $250 or 1 of 9 foursomes weekly!
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Win free movie tickets and stay on top of
Madison's movie scene!

SAVAGES -- "brave and bold; restlessly
creative and with an enticing darkness"

SHOOTER JENNINGS -- "the most
dangerous, most deceptive artist in the
overall country music world"

SHUGGIE OTIS -- "a funk-soul guitar
virtuouso"
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